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January20. 2006

ChairmanPeterK. Ashton
BoardofSelectmen
TownofActon
472 Main Street
Acton, MA 01720

DearJ\4r. Ashton,

I amwritin~in responseto yourNovember
14

th, 2005 letterand asafollow-up to our
Januaryl3~‘2006meetingregardingsafetyconcernsalongGreatRoad(Route2A/1 19)
in Acton. It wasapleasuremeetingwith SelectmanDoreHunterandAssistantTown
ManagerJohnMurray. TheypresentedtheTown’s concernsclearlyandwell. I also
appreciatedtheparticipationof SenatorResorand RepresentativesEldridgeandAtkins.

As aresultof thismeetingandanotherreviewof GreatRoad in theEastActonarea.
MassHighwaywill takethefollowing actions.

• Performa signalwarrantanalysisfor theGreatRoad/ConcordRoad intersection.
A signalizedpedestriancrossingandcrosswalkwill also beconsideredaspartof
anytraffic signalatthis location. MassHighway’sDistrict 3 office in Worcester
will contacttheTownwith theresultsofthe analysis.

• Evaluateandmakeany necessarychangesto passingzoneson GreatRoad
betweenRoute27 and theConcordtown line.

• Replaceall fadedwarningsignson GreatRoadbetweenRoute27 andthe
Concordtown line.

• If necessary,add‘Turning Vehicle Ahead’ signsin advanceofanyhigh use
drivewayorroadwayon GreatRoadbetweenRoute27 andtheConcordtown
line.

• Providea ‘ReducedSpeedAheadSign’ on GreatRoadwestboundprior to the
Acton town line.

• Reviewthesignalwarrantanalysispreparedby thetown’sconsultantfor
BrooksideShopssitedrive to determineif a signalis warrantedanddesirableand
evaluateif anyotherimprovementsarenecessaryto improvesafetyat this



location. TheDistrict 3 office in Worcesterwill contacttheTownwith theresults
ofthe review.

• Remarkanyfadedpavementmarkingon GreatRoadbetweenRoute27 andthe
Concordtown line. Thisactionmayhaveto wait until springgiventhatthetype
ofpavementmarkingmaterialMassHighwayusesis temperaturesensitive.

Prior to ourmeeting,MassHighwaycompletedafollow-up speeddistributionstudy for
GreatRoadin theEastActon Village area.Theresultsofthestudy showan 85th
percentilespeedof44 mph,43 mph, and45 mph. Theseobservationsweretakenon
GreatRoadnearConcordRoad,PopeRoad,andKeefe Roadrespectively.Basedon
MassHighway’snationallyrecognizedspeedzoningpolicy, weareableto setthespeed
limit up to 7 mphlower thanthe

85
th percentilespeed.Usingthis speedanalysis,we

havedeterminedthattheexistingpostedspeedof40 MPH is appropriateandconsistent
with ourpolicy. All meetingattendeeswerein agreementthatthecurrent40 MPH
postedspeedis reasonablefor this sectionofroad. MassHighway,therefore,will be
taking no furtheractionon this matter.

Again, I appreciatedtheopportunityto meetwith TownandStateOfficials to discuss
theseimportantmatters. TheDistrict 3 office will contactyou whenthe resultsofthe
traffic signalstudiesatBrooksideShopsandConcordRoadarecomplete.

If youhaveany furtherquestions,pleasefeel freeto contactDistrict 3 HighwayDirector,
CharlesF. MistrettaP.E.,at 508-929-3800.Ofcourse,you arealwayswelcometo
contactmedirectlyat 617-973-7800.

Since~~

M~
LuisaPaiewonsky
Commissioner

C: SenatorResor
Rep.Eldridge
Rep.Atkins
DoreHunter
JohnMurray


